REGULAR BOARD MEETING

MINUTES

October 11, 2006

The North Carolina Board of Funeral Service met for a duly scheduled Board Meeting at 9:00 a.m. on October 11, 2006 at the Tony Rand Student Center on the campus of Fayetteville Technical Community College, 2201 Hull Street, Fayetteville, North Carolina.

Present: T. E. White, Vice President; Mark Blake, Secretary; Rudy Lea, William Manson, Larry Andrews and Windell Daniels.  Absent were Jack Briggs, Jody Tyson and George Parrott

Also Present:  Paul Harris, Executive Director; Stephen N. Dirksen, General Counsel; Fred Jordan with the NC Eye Bank, Corrine Culbreth, Emeline Manson, Dee Copeland, and Lyn Cochrane.

Mr. White called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m.  Mr. Lea gave the invocation.

Mr. White read Governor’s Executive Order No. One.  No one recused themselves at this time.  

Mr. White opened the meeting for public comment.  Mr. White recognized David Hall and Mike Landon with FTCC.  Mr. Landon welcomed the Board on behalf of Dr. Norris and Dr. Basnight.  Mr. Landon stated he would return at 11:00 am to take the Board on a tour and to meet the mortuary students.

Mr. Harris stated that Mr. Briggs, Mr. Tyson, and Mr. Parrott expressed their regrets at not being able to attend the meeting.

Mr. Blake stated the minutes for the September 26, 2006, meeting had been previously mailed to the Board and he asked if there were any corrections or additions.  Mr. Blake made the motion to approve the September minutes and Mr. Andrews seconded.  The motion carried.

Finance/Personnel:  Mr. Daniels presented the September financials and stated the Personnel Committee would meet prior to the November Board meeting.  Mr. Manson made the motion to accept the Committee Report.  Mr. Lea seconded and the motion carried.

Preneed Committee:  Mr. Andrews presented the report.  Mr. Daniels made the motion to accept the Preneed Report.  Mr. Blake seconded and the motion carried.

At this time Mr. White asked Ms. Culbreth to give the Inspector Report.  Ms. Culbreth stated she continued to have preneed and trainee problems.  Questions ensued.  Mr. White thanked Ms. Culbreth for the information.

Disciplinary:  Mr. Harris stated there was one addendum to the previously mailed Disciplinary Report.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Blake made the motion to accept the recommendations of the Disciplinary Committee and Mr. Daniels seconded.  The motion carried.

Laws, Rules and Legislation:  Mr. White yielded the floor to Mr. Harris.  Mr. Harris stated that the Committee had conducted a review of the drafts.  The next step would to distribute and publish.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Harris will post a link on the Board’s website to referring to the statute that allows the funeral home the disclosure of HIPA information.  This report is submitted for information only.

Attorney’s Report:  Mr. Dirksen presented the report.  Mr. Daniels made the motion to accept the report.  Mr. Lea seconded and the motion carried.

Executive Director’s Report:  Mr. Harris submitted the Inspectors Monthly Status Reports for review.  Since September 26, 2006, eleven reports have been filed.  There have been no new establishments opened.  One new Unaffiliated Licensee—J. Robert Johnson Funeral Service Licensee.  Funeral Service licenses have been issued to Edward K. Boling, Daniel T. Kuhn, Kimberly S. Powell, Matt P. Staton and Gregory A. Rice; Funeral Director licenses have been issued to Ernie Haskins, James V. Peterson and Mercedes Fornay; Trainees registered are Mandy L. Taylor, Nathan E. Lea, Robert B. Miller and William A. Taylor

Mr. Harris stated staff has been receiving calls regarding sales tax refunds.  Thirty-one crematory authority ballots have been received.

Epsilon Nu Delta sponsored a seminar in Greensboro on Monday and Mr. Harris had a presentation on the Pandemic Flu.  Mr. Harris, Brant Goode with the State of North Carolina and Mr. Nelson Hayes will have a presentation on November 29 at FTCC.

There were approximately seven-eight in attendance at the Fall CE seminar at the McKimmon Center on Tuesday.  Mr. Harris had reviewed the comment cards and all cards were checked “excellent” for Mr. Blackburn and Mr. Hayes sessions.  Mr. Harris will refer Jim Blackburn’s name to the North Carolina Funeral Directors Association and to the Funeral Director and Morticians Association of N. C., Inc. as a prospective speaker.

New Business: Mr. Blake discussed the possibility of employing outside investigators to aid the Inspectors with their complaint investigations.  He has spoken with a Raleigh firm regarding this and they are willing to meet to discuss the possibilities with Mr. Briggs, Mr. Harris and himself.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Blake stated that this did not mean the Board “was out to get” any licensee.  Mr. Daniels made the motion to allow Mr. Harris and Mr. Blake to contact the firm.  Mr. Andrews seconded and the motion carried.  

Mr. Harris stated that he had been trading telephone calls with the medical examiner’s office regarding the viscera bags but will have a reply by the November Board meeting.

Old Business:  Ms. Culbreth asked to add one item to her report.  With regards to sales tax one of her funeral homes pays sales tax on the funerals but does not charge their families.  Discussion ensued.

Informational Items:  The newspaper had run the Board’s statement regarding organ procurement.

Mr. White asked for public comment and there was none.

The meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.








Jack D. Briggs, President








Mark Blake, Secretary
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