REGULAR BOARD MEETING

MINUTES

November 15, 2006

The North Carolina Board of Funeral Service met for a duly scheduled Board Meeting at 9:00 a.m. on November 15, 2006 at the Board’s office, 1033 Wade Avenue, Suite 108, Raleigh, North Carolina.

Present: Jack Briggs, President; Mark Blake, Secretary; Rudy Lea, William Manson, Windell Daniels.   Absent were Larry Andrews, Jody Tyson. George Parrott and T. E. White, 

Also Present:  Paul Harris, Executive Director; Stephen N. Dirksen, General Counsel; Patricia Hayes with the N. C. Funeral Directors Association, Fred Jordan with the NC Eye Bank, and Lyn Cochrane.

Mr. Briggs called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.

Mr. Briggs called for a moment of silence in memory of Mr. Manson’s daughter, Jacquelyn, and Mr. White’s mother in law and then had the invocation.

Mr. Briggs opened the meeting for public comment.  Mr. Manson thanked the Board for the cards, calls and visits during his time of loss.

Mr. Briggs read Governor’s Executive Order No. One.  No one recused themselves at this time.  

Mr. Harris stated that Mr. Tyson, Mr. Andrews, Mr. Parrott and Mr. White expressed their regrets.

Mr. Blake stated the minutes for the October 2006, meeting had been previously mailed to the Board and he asked if there were any corrections or additions.  Mr. Harris noted one correction.  Mr. Blake made the motion to approve the October minutes with the correction and Mr. Daniels seconded.  The motion carried.

Exam Committee:  The exam results for October 17 exam results are as follows:  Eight applicants took the laws and rules—two were retakes.  Six passed and two failed (one retake and one first time).  Three applicants took pathology (one retake).  Two failed and one passed (first time)

The November 14 exam results are as follows:  Ten applicants took laws and rules—three were retakes.  Seven passed and three failed (one retake, two first times).  Three applicants took pathology—one retake.  All passed.

Work continues with the International Conference of Funeral Service Examining Boards on coordination of computer based testing for candidates that need to take both Funeral Director and pathology exams.

Mr. Blake asked Mr. Harris if the pathology test from Conference was ready.  Mr. Harris stated it was ready but he recommended using it after January 1, 2007 when the new testing sites are operational.

Finance/Personnel Committee:  Mr. Daniels presented the October financials and made the motion to accept the report.  Mr. Blake seconded and the motion carried.  Mr. Daniels stated there were no personnel matters at this time but the budget will be ready to present at the December meeting.

Preneed Committee:  Mr. Harris presented the report in Mr. Andrews’ absence.  He informed the Board that Inspector Susan Cox would give her Inspection Report later in the meeting.  The Preneed Verification form was being reviewed for a more “consumer friendly” form.

Disciplinary:  Mr. Briggs presented Case V06-056 for review.  Mr. Daniels made the motion to accept the recommendation of the Disciplinary Committee and Mr. Manson seconded.  The motion carried.  Mr. Lea recused himself and did not vote.

Mr. Lea presented Cases V06-05, V06-052, V06-059, V06-045, M06-025.  Mr. Dirksen presented V05-039 and M06-015 as an addendum to the report.  Mr. Daniels made the motion to accept the recommendations of the Disciplinary Committee regarding V06-05, v06-052, v06-059, V06-045, M06-025, V05-039 and M06-015.  Mr. Lea seconded and the motion carried.

Mr. Harris and Mr. Dirksen presented the Continuance Guidelines policy.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Blake made the motion to approve the recommendation of the Disciplinary Committee regarding the Continuance Guidelines policy.  Mr. Manson seconded and the motion carried.

Laws, Rules and Legislation:  Mr. Harris stated there will be one more committee meeting before the changes will be presented to the Board.  Mr. Daniels, Mr. White and Mr. Tyson are on this committee.

Attorney’s Report:  Mr. Dirksen presented the report.  He noted that three hearings were continued due to Board attendance.  The Board has filed suit against on behalf of the Recovery Fund against a former licensee.  Mr. Dirksen has attempted to contact SCI/Alderwoods with question regarding their merger.  He had received no response until yesterday after 5:00 and, because of the time difference, was unable to call them back prior to the Board meeting.  

Mr. Dirksen presented a recommendation to allow the chairperson of the Disciplinary Committee sign the Consent Order if not all the parties associated wish to enter into a Consent Order. Discussion ensued.  Mr. Daniels made the motion to accept the recommendation and Mr. Lea seconded.  The motion carried.

At 10:00 there was a ten-minute recess.

At this time Ms. Cox presented her Inspector Report.  Questions ensued.  Mr. Briggs thanked Ms. Cox for her report.

Executive Director’s Report: Mr. Harris submitted the Inspectors Monthly Status Reports for review.  Since October 11, 2006, sixteen reports have been filed; Establishment changes include change of ownership for Jackson Funeral Service, Hendersonville, and Woodbridge Funeral Home, Havelock; one new funeral home—Wilmington Burial and Cremation—and one closed funeral home, Bowling Funeral Home, Tarboro.   Funeral Service licenses have been issued to Chad S. Jones, James S. Lee, J. Dwayne Helleson and Monty R. Thornburg; Trainees registered are James B. Stroud, Amber M. Belvill, Joanne M. Anderson, Keith E. Anthony, Michelle L. Leatherman, Katherine T. Walters, Michael J. Graham and Christopher A. May.

The Condo Association had met and there will be an assessment increase in the 2007 budget.

Mr. Harris has spoken to Kevin Garrity of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner regarding the return of viscera.  Mr. Garrity has suggested several improvements including additional bagging and placement that will be implemented.

Mr. Harris will have a presentation on the Pandemic Flu at Fayetteville Technical Community College on November 30 along with Brant Goode with the N. C. Public Health.  Mr. Harris and Jim Blackburn will talk to the FTCC law class on November 29.

Mr. Harris has budgeted funds to attend the FARB conference in February 2007.  The new ethics law becomes effective January 1, 2007.  Mr. Harris will schedule a training program with Jack Nichols of Allen & Pinnix for the Board.  The IRS mileage for 2007 changes from 44.5 cents to 48.5 cents per mile.  Mr. Harris is developing and has contacted both associations regarding a State DMORT team with regards to the pandemic flu.  Mr. Briggs stated Mr. Harris had been named President of the Condo Association for 2007.  Mr. Harris and Mr. Blake met with the private investigation firm last month.

New Business:  Mr. Harris submitted updated 2007 renewal application forms.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Daniels made the motion to accept the new application forms.  Mr. Manson seconded and the motion carried.  Mr. Lea asked if the Application for Registration of Funeral Establishment should have the word renewal on it.  Mr. Harris stated it should and also a statement should be included regarding the ownership or lease of the premises.  Mr. Daniels made a motion to add “renewal” to the funeral establishment application and to add “Do you own or lease this property?”  Mr. Lea seconded and the motion carried.

The Board recessed at 11:05.

At 11:12  Mr. Briggs called to order the N. C. Board of Funeral Service Elections for the purpose of canvassing the ballots for the Crematory Authority Elections.  Present were Jack Briggs, Mark Blake, Windell Daniels, Rudy Lea and William Manson.  Mr. Briggs proceeded to read the Election Procedures.  Thirty-one ballots were received and pronounced valid.  One ballot was received in an incorrect envelope and without a signature.  This was pronounced invalid and would not be counted.  No candidate had withdrawn their name from the ballot.  Mr. Blake proceeded to open the envelopes and Mr. Daniels extracted the ballot and placed it face down on the table.

The results were as follows:

William E. Babb, Jr.- 13

James L. Boles, Jr. – 23

Haywood P. Debnam – 7

K. Vickie Downing – 13

Mr. Boles was announced the winner of one seat.  Mr. Babb and Ms. Downing will be notified of the tie vote and asked to submit summaries of their experience and will be afforded the opportunity to come before the Board to speak prior to the Board’s voting at the December 13, 2006 meeting.   Mr. Briggs adjourned the Board of Elections at 11:44 a.m.

The Board of Funeral Service reconvened at 11:45 a.m. 

Informational Items:  Mr. Harris asked for a count of Board members and staff that will be attending Mr. And Mrs. Lea’s Christmas dinner on December 12.

Several articles were presented for review along with Fall 2006 ICFSEB “Conference” Report.

Mr. Briggs asked for public comment.  Mr. Jordan introduced himself and stated that Senate was probably going to request tissue banks to become a member of the American Association of Tissue Banks.  The N. C. Eye Bank would be exempt because they were members of the Eye Bank Assocation of America.

The meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.








Jack D. Briggs, President








Mark Blake, Secretary
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